Proper Essay Format

Cover page 

· Top center – title, your name

· Bottom center – course name, teacher’s name, date

Introduction
· Thesis statement (what is the main idea you will be discussing?)

· Brief introduction to three main points you will be discussing in relation to your thesis statement

Point one

· Restate the first of your three main points.

· Offer an example as to why this point supports your thesis statement.

· Give proof of this example (a quotation from a reliable source)

· Discuss in more detail (you can include opinion)

Point two

· Restate the second of your three main points.

· Offer an example as to why this point supports your thesis statement.

· Give proof of this example (a quotation from a reliable source)

· Discuss in more detail (you can include opinion)

Point three

· Restate the third of your three main points.

· Offer an example as to why this point supports your thesis statement.

· Give proof of this example (a quotation from a reliable source)

· Discuss in more detail (you can include opinion)

Conclusion

· Remind the reader about the amazing ideas you just presented in your essay by:

· Restating your thesis statement 

· Summarizing your main points

Bibliography (sometimes called ‘works cited’ or ‘resources’ or ‘references’)
· You must list all of the resources (Books, magazines, newspapers, Internet sites, encyclopedias, etc…) that you used to find information for your essay.

· Alphabetical order by author’s last name

· See the bibliography outline handed out by Mr. Neeson, or come see me if you do not have one.

Essay Checklist

Ask yourself these questions to make sure your essay is ready to hand in.

Does my essay include…

(…a separate cover page?

Title, name, course, teacher, date

3 marks
(…a solid introduction with

thesis statement and 3 points for discussion?

5 marks
(…a three-paragraph body that includes

points, quotations, and discussion?

15 marks (5 points/paragraph)

(…a solid conclusion that

restates your thesis statement and summarizes points?

5 marks
(…a bibliography that 

is in proper format?

5 marks
(…attention-grabbing content with relevant discussion that deals with the topic? 
10 marks
(…proper sentence structure?

7 marks

